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State of Sieve 
The Pentagon’s assessment of opera-
tions in Afghanistan and Pakistan re-
mains grim. “The enemy in Afghanistan 
has grown bolder, more sophisticated 
and more diverse,” says Adm. Mike 
Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. “We’re seeing a greater number 
of insurgents and foreign fighters flow-
ing across the border with Pakistan 
unmolested and unhindered. [NATO, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and the U.S.] 
either find ways to work better together 
or we fail,” he says. While coalition 
forces have been aggressive in Afghani-
stan, “the absence of pressure on the 
Pakistani side of the border is creating 
an opportunity for more people to cross 
the border and to launch attacks. There 
is a real need to do something on the 
Pakistani side . . . . We see this threat 
accelerating [and becoming] a syndi-
cate of different groups who heretofore 
had not worked closely together.” 

Spacesuit Protest 
Exploration Systems & Technology 
(EST), a joint venture of Hamilton 
Sundstrand and ILC Dover, has 
formally protested NASA’s award 
of the $745.9-million Constellation 
Spacesuit contract to a team headed by 
Oceaneering International Inc. (OII). 
Hamilton Sundstrand, which has been 
supplying spacesuits to the U.S. space 
agency since the 1960s, is dissatisfied 
with NASA’s post-award explanation 
of its decision. “During the meeting 
between NASA and EST, we feel the 
debriefing did not provide us adequate 
information as to how the decision was 
made,” the company states. According 
to a copy of NASA’s source selection 
statement obtained by Aviation Week 
& Space Technology, the agency picked 
the OII team because evaluators felt its 
proposal contained better engineering 
and management plans (AW&ST June 
23, p. 31). 

New Face 
After a management shakeup at 
Boeing’s beleaguered aerial refueling 
tanker team, the new program manag-
er says he’s sticking with the company’s 
767-200LRF offering for the next 
round of the Air Force replacement 
tanker competition. Dave Bowman, the 

former C-17 program manager, says the 
Pentagon’s operational concept hasn’t 
changed and will still drive operators 
to the smaller Boeing aircraft. Boeing 
Integrated Defense Systems President 
Jim Albaugh says he supports the pro-
posal crafted by former tanker manag-
er Mark McGraw, who was reassigned 
to head training systems and services. 
The Pentagon’s decision to recompete 

the tanker award due to acquisition 
missteps by the Air Force has put the 
efforts of the Northrop Grumman-
EADS winning team on hold. The new 
request for proposals from the service 
is expected in August. 

What Plan? 
House Homeland Security Commit-
tee Democrats and Republicans found 
themselves in agreement with the 
airline industry last week in question-
ing a Homeland Security Dept. plan to 
force carriers to collect biometric data 
from non-U.S. citizens as they leave the 
country. A 2007 law requires gathering 
of the data. The department estimates 
the proposal would cost airlines $3 
billion over 10 years. But the Interna-
tional Air Transport Assn. (IATA) says 
that’s “significantly underestimating” 

the cost, which IATA believes could 
reach $12.3 billion over a decade. “We’re 
not interested in passing on the costs 
to our airlines at this point,” says Rep. 
Loretta Sanchez (D-Calif.), chair of the 
panel’s border subcommittee. She vows 
to block the measure, arguing—like 
the airline industry and the European 
Union—that collecting such data is a 
responsibility of the US-Visit program. 
Asked what the department would do 
if Congress blocks the measure, Robert 
Mocny, the program’s head, admits, “We 
don’t have a contingency plan.”

Another Final Frontier 
The Defense Dept. is trying to figure 
out how to extend the Cold War-era 
concept of strategic deterrence into 
space and cyberspace. Early results 
from the strategy review, which 
analysts are racing to complete before 
the Bush White House closes up shop, 
entail using all aspects of U.S. power, 
from military force to diplomacy, to 
deter attacks against space assets, 
while similarly trying to dissuade 
attacks on cyber interests. One idea: 
Sharing space assets with U.S. allies 
so that an attack against them would 
be an international event with wider 
consequences. As for cyber deter-
rence, one administration official says 
a demonstration of consequence might 
be necessary some day to scare off 
hackers, but he admits that address-
ing cyberspace is far more compli-
cated than outer space, where officials 
already are struggling with obtaining 
space situational awareness. 

Fourth Star 
The National Guard Bureau’s first 
four-star general has been nominated, 
a boost in the position recommended in 
the Fiscal 2008 defense authorization 
bill. The candidate for the post is Lt. 
Gen. Craig McKinley, current director 
of the Air National Guard. He replaces 
long-serving Lt. Gen. Steve Blum, who 
has been nominated to be the first 
National Guard deputy commander of 
Northern Command. The appointment 
reflects the importance of the Air Force 
Reserve and ANG to defense of the U.S. 
and its territories and those units’ deep-
ening integration into joint operations 
with active-duty organizations. 
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“We don’t have a 
contingency plan.” 

–RobeRt Mocny, DiRectoR of the 
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uS-ViSit pRogRaM 


