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Possible U.S. Army Force Cuts Below 450,000 Concerns
Odierno
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Gen. Raymond Odierno, the Army chief of staff, warned on Nov. 19 that further cuts to the Army’s end strength below 450,000
personnel could harm the service’s readiness and effectiveness in a rapidly changing geopolitical landscape.

Speaking at the 2014 Defense One Summit, Odierno said that when Pentagon planners decided on a post-Afghanistan end strength of
490,000 soldiers, no one thought Russia would be bullying its neighbors, including NATO members, or that U.S. forces would be back
in Iraq.

Earlier this year, Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel said the final number of soldiers might have to be trimmed to 450,000 or even
440,000. Odierno said that caused him concern “that the risk would be increased,” but the number was still workable.

But if the Congress returns to the budget-slashing procedure known as sequestration for fiscal 2016, Odierno said Army end strength
might have to drop to 420,000 soldiers.

“I think we should be very careful and mindful of the decisions we’re making,” Odierno said, adding: “I think it’s time to have a
discussion about what we think we’re going to be doing in the next five to 10 years and so, if we want to stay active and be prepared —
to have a broad portfolio of responses that includes air, ground and sea — I think we should be mindful of size.”

He noted that at any given time 90,000 to 100,000 troops are involved in conducting education and training. Another 65,000 are
receiving training. “Those numbers are historical and they never change,” Odierno said, noting that another 80,000 soldiers are
deployed in 150 countries around the world, not counting Afghanistan, although the Afghan number will be less than 10,000 by year’s
end.

But a brigade from Fort Hood, Texas has been deployed to Europe for training with NATO allies and partner nations to reassure them in
the wake of Russian aggression, which Odierno said “continues almost on a daily basis.” About 1,500 soldiers are deployed in and
around Iraq to assist the Iraqi government’s battle with the terrorist group calling itself the Islamic State. And another 1,600 are slated to
deploy within the next 30-45 days, Odierno said. About 1,000 more soldiers have joined a joint task force to assist Liberia’s government
with the outbreak of the deadly Ebola virus.

“The velocity of instability is increasing significantly,” Odierno said.

Odierno said the Army’s attrition rate was the lowest it has been in 20 years, especially for junior, mid-level and noncommissioned
officers, because the Army is engaged in operations on five continents and they like the widespread opportunities.

He said the future of the Joint Force and the Army means the service is going to have to operate in a joint area, intergovernmental and
multinational environment. “I believe the Army, especially on land, is the integrator and synchronizer of multi-domain warfare” including
air, sea, space and cyber capability, he said. The Army will also have to operate with other governments, allied nations, non-
governmental organizations and the United Nations. “They understand that and are excited as we walk to the future,” Odierno said.
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