


The Top 8 Threats Facing the U.S. and Partner Nations 

At a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing on the global threats facing the United States and its allies earlier 

this year, Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), the panel’s chairman, noted “the current international environment is more 

complex and dangerous than at any time in recent memory.” 

Here are the top eight current and future threats facing America and its partner nations and the likely challenges 

they pose to integrated air and missile defense: 

RUSSIA – The new chairman and vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff – Marine Corps Gen. Joseph 

Dunford and Air Force Gen. Paul Selva – say Russia is the greatest threat to national security because of 

its nuclear and ballistic missile capability – second only to the U.S. arsenal. Moscow’s bullying tactics 

towards western neighbors – especially former Warsaw Pact members such as Poland and the Baltic 

states whom are now NATO members, is creating tension in Europe not seen since the end of the Cold 

War. 

Russia has made significant progress modernizing its nuclear and conventional forces and developing 

long range precision strike capabilities, notes Marine Corps Lt. Gen. Vincent Stewart, director of the 

Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA). “In the next year, Russia will field more road-mobile SS-27 Mod-2 

ICBMs with multiple independently targetable re-entry vehicles,” he told Congress, adding that 

development of the RS-26 ballistic missile, the Dolgorukiy ballistic missile submarine and next 

generation air- and ground-launched cruise missiles will continue. 

CHINA – Beijing continues an unprecedented buildup of army, naval and air forces to protect what it 

sees as its territorial integrity and sovereignty, including Taiwan and a number of islands in the South 

China Sea, where overlapping claims with at least five other countries -- some of them U.S. allies -- 

remain a potential flashpoint. China continues to produce JIN-class nuclear-powered ballistic missile 

submarines, and sub-launched ballistic missiles. It has 50-60 ICBMs, according to the DIA, and is adding 

more survivable road-mobile launch systems, enhancing its silo-based systems and developing a sea-

based nuclear deterrent.  

China continues to deploy growing numbers of the DF-21D anti-ship ballistic missile, which could limit 

U.S. force projection in Asian waters, and is developing a tiered ballistic missile defense system. The 

People’s Liberation Army is augmenting more than 1,200 conventional short-range ballistic missiles. 

NORTH KOREA – The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea continues to develop its nuclear weapons 

and missile programs, which the DIA calls “a serious threat to the U.S. and regional allies”. Pyongyang is 

also making efforts to expand and modernize its deployed close-, short-, medium- and intermediate-

range systems. Efforts to develop longer-range ballistic missiles that can reach the U.S. and bring its 

KN08 road-mobile ICBM to operational capacity are continuing.  

North Korea’s illicit nuclear and missile technology proliferation and cyberattack on Sony Pictures are 

also causes for concern, according to Director of National Intelligence James Clapper. 

IRAN – U.S. leaders see Iran as a continuing threat to U.S. interest and allies in the Middle East, 

especially with its quest for nuclear weapon capability. Iran possesses a substantial inventory of theater 

ballistic missiles capable of reaching as far as parts of southeastern Europe. According to the Office of 

National Intelligence, Tehran is developing increasingly sophisticated missiles while simultaneously 

improving the range and accuracy of existing systems. 



Iran is also acquiring advanced naval and aerospace capabilities which could hamper U.S. naval power 

projection in the Persian Gulf and elsewhere in the Middle East. The buildup includes naval mines and 

small submarines, coastal defense cruise missile batteries, attack craft, anti-ship missiles and armed 

unmanned aerial vehicles. 

PROLIFERATION – “Nation states’ efforts to develop or acquire weapons of mass destruction (WMD), 

their delivery systems or their underlying technologies constitute a major threat to the security of the 

United States,” Clapper told a Senate hearing in February. Among the likely suspects he cited Iran for its 

continuing quest to build missile-deliverable nuclear weapons, noting that Tehran already has the 

largest inventory of ballistic missiles in the Middle East. 

North Korea has exported ballistic missiles and other materials to several countries including Iran and 

Syria. “Today, nine nations possess, or are suspected of possessing, nuclear weapons and 22 have 

ballistic missile capabilities,” says Lt. Gen. David Mann, commander of U.S. Army Space and Missile 

Defense Command and Army Forces Strategic Command 

SPACE – Clapper says threats to U.S. space systems, like communications, weather and spy satellites, will 

increase in the future as potential adversaries pursue disruptive and destructive counter-space 

capabilities. This is especially true, both the DIA and ONI note, for Chinese and Russian military leaders 

who are developing capabilities to deny the U.S. use of space for intelligence and communication in the 

event of a conflict. 

China conducted a non-destructive anti-satellite mission test in July 2014. A previous destructive test 

with the same system destroyed an obsolete satellite and created a cloud of space debris that outraged 

other nations. Russian military doctrine emphasizes space defense as vital to national defense. 

CYBER – Cyber threats to U.S. national and economic security are increasing in frequency, sophistication 

and severity, according to a threat assessment by the U.S. intelligence community. DIA’s Stewart said 

the global cyber threat environment presents numerous and persistent challenges to the security and 

integrity of Defense Department networks that could include command, control and communications.   

DEFENSE FUNDING – Many in Washington believe one of the biggest threats to the U.S. defense 

readiness may come from a broken political system. Military leaders have warned about the impact that 

re-imposition in Fiscal 2016 of the mandatory, across-the-board budget cuts called sequestration could 

have in a time when global threats are growing. Mann, the commander of Army Space and Missile 

Defense Command, says a return to sequestration will have a negative effect on his workforce, 

degrading “readiness, training and enhancements to space and missile defense capabilities”.  
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Join us this September at Integrated Air and Missile Defense (IAMD) 2015 and get first hand knowledge about the 

role of IAMD forces in the Informational Age and learn about the obstacles frequently encountered with space 

based early warning missile defense systems. 

Don't miss the opportunity to meet with industry leaders, decision makers and military personnel in an effort to 

discuss, develop and improve our missile and defense operations. You will further understand the common 

challenges faced by the IAMD Community and see how IAMD plays a role in International Partnerships. 

 



INTEGRATED AIR AND MISSILE DEFENSE (IAMD)  

September 28 - 30, 2015  

DoubleTree by Hilton – Crystal City, Arlington, Virginia 

 

REGISTER TODAY; 

ONLINE:  www.AirMissileDefenseEvent.com  

PHONE: 1-800-882-8684 

EMAIL: Kirsty.Gallagher@iqpc.com  
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ABOUT IDGA – The Institute for Defense and Government Advancement - a division of IQPC, is an online 

community dedicated to providing the defense community with the latest in military and defense industry analysis. 

IDGA offers information resources such as articles, podcasts and presentations, as well as events such as webinars, 

conferences and summits.  

As a premier resource for military personnel of all ranks, as well as the private sector and defense industry, IDGA is 

also a forum for sharing ideas, best practices and solutions within the military community. It is a place where 

experts from academia, operators in the field, and leaders in Washington can interact and share information, 

solutions and best practices with an incredible network of authoritative sources and thought leaders. 
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