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U.N. peacekeepers will use a Selex ES Falco
drone, similar to this one at the Paris air show,
to monitor the conflict in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. (Credit: Selex ES)

Dispatches

Warfighting UAS Ignite Interest For Humanitarian Ops
Aviation Week & Space Technology - Defense Technology Edition Oct 14, 2013 , p. 14

John M. Doyle Washington Washington

Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) are proven intelligence gatherers and terrorist hunters, but military and civilian organizations
conducting stability operations around the world say drones may be as valuable for keeping the peace.

For the first time, United Nations' peacekeepers are getting their own UAS to monitor truce violations and military buildups in the
strife-torn eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). After years of deliberation, the U.N. approved plans to acquire a Falco
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) made by Selex ES, a unit of Finmeccanica. Deployment to the DRC is expected in December.

Falco's deployment will be “a really important test case,” says Walter Dorn, professor of defense studies at Canadian Forces
College and the Royal Military College of Canada. “The U.N. is holding back other activities such as deploying UAVs in Ivory
Coast and South Sudan, waiting to see the results of the Congo experiment,” adds Dorn, who has conducted U.N.-sponsored
peacekeeping research in Congo, Cyprus, Guatemala, Haiti and Lebanon.

“There are dozens of uses for this technology,” said U.S. Army Col. (ret.)
Christopher Holshek, an international peace and security consultant. He and
other speakers at a Sept. 16 conference here, on unmanned systems' role in
peacekeeping and stability operations, said uses include aerial monitoring of
everything from humanitarian assistance, cease-fire and peace agreements to
disarmament and compliance with economic sanctions. A goal of the conference
was to launch a dialogue “about using this technology for peace,” Holshek said.
The gathering was sponsored by the local chapter of the Association for
Unmanned Vehicle Systems International (Auvsi), the Reserve Officers
Association, Alliance for Peacebuilding, and other peace and stability groups.

After the devastating 2010 Haitian earthquake, says Col. Bill Tart, director of the
U.S. Air Force Remotely Piloted Aircraft Capabilities Div., photos taken by a
USAFGlobal Hawk were shared with non-governmental relief organizations to
help them assess where help was most needed. U.N. peacekeepers from Belgium deployed four Israeli-made B-Hunter drones in
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Sikorsky wants to use the Matrix Technology
program to make all its vertical lift
autonomous, including this S-76 helicopter.
(Credit: John M. Doyle/AW&ST)

Congo in 2006, and Irish troops brought along two Israeli-made Orbiter Mini UAVs in 2008.

But the missions that fall under the broad heading of stability operations are not limited to the military, according to Jennifer
Mueller, director of programs and operations at the International Stability Operations Association. “The term stability operations
has become a full-spectrum, whole-of-government approach,” said Mueller, whose group represents companies that provide
logistical and security support to peacekeeping and relief agencies, among them BAE Systems and DynCorp International.

The work, for civilian or military needs, has become more dangerous. Recent relief efforts following a 7.7-magnitude earthquake
in southwest Pakistan were hampered by rocket attacks from Balochistan separatists, including two that just missed a helicopter
carrying the head of Pakistan's disaster agency.

“Humanitarian operations are taking place in increasingly complex environments,” Mueller notes. “It is increasingly difficult to get
staff into the field for assessment of any operation or humanitarian crisis,” she said at a briefing on UAVs and stability operations
at Auvsi's annual conference in August. There was growing interest among her membership in UAVs to supply intelligence about
potential threats or areas in need, according to Mueller. And that is where unmanned systems could be a big asset—especially if
they do not look like the drones used in missile strikes, she added.

Chris Van Buiten, vice president for technology and innovation at Sikorsky, said
the autonomous helicopters his company is developing through the Matrix
technology program (AW&ST Aug. 5/12, p. 47) could fit the bill. He noted
Sikorsky has or is developing helicopters that could mount cranes or transport
water-purification systems.

Lockheed Martin's K-MAX unmanned cargo helicopter has been delivering heavy
cargo from remote Marine Corps outposts in Afghanistan since November 2011,
eliminating the need for truck convoys to travel dangerous roads, said Business
Development Manager Jon McMillan. “In-theater, we've moved large water
pumps and large generators,” he adds. With a hoist cable, K-MAX picks up or
delivers cargo without landing, a risk reduction in dangerous areas.

There are issues to resolve, from the reduced flying time of small, more
affordable UAVs to the limited bandwidth that small aircraft and developing countries have to handle massive data. There is also
the issue of trust: persuading governments and local populations to trust those who want to fly unmanned aircraft in their skies. “I
think in the next five to 10 years, UAVs will be perceived differently” as their role in relief grows, Mueller says.

Copyright © 2015, Penton 
All rights reserved  Terms of Use (Updated 08/02/2013) | Privacy Policy (Updated 08/02/2013) | Contact Us

http://awin.aviationweek.com/OrganizationProfiles.aspx?orgId=25464
http://awin.aviationweek.com/OrganizationProfiles.aspx?orgId=15306
http://awin.aviationweek.com/OrganizationProfiles.aspx?orgId=27191
http://awin.aviationweek.com/OrganizationProfiles.aspx?orgId=23395
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BOgr7aK3yVIqZIsSDMfaHgqAE0-SIgwYAAAAQASCb0JQeOABYy7_h7-kBYMmuhYmIpIAQsgEVYXdpbi5hdmlhdGlvbndlZWsuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAED2gFXaHR0cDovL2F3aW4uYXZpYXRpb253ZWVrLmNvbS9BcnRpY2xlc1N0b3J5LmFzcHg_aWQ9NWFjY2MxNDktZTA0ZS00NjY1LTgyZWUtYTI4YjdlNjdjZTMzwAIC4AIA6gIcLzM4MzQvYXZpYXRpb253ZWVrLmhvbWUvYXdpbvgC_9EekAOkA5gDpAOoAwHIA5kE0ASQTuAEAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_1L2wN0o29Nf4qwA_HjLs2kkzNp_Q&client=ca-pub-0098407289527799&adurl=http://marketing.aviationweek.com/BAVApp
http://www.penton.com/TermsofUse/tabid/71/Default.aspx
http://www.penton.com/PrivacyStatement/tabid/75/Default.aspx
http://awin.aviationweek.com/Contacts/ContactUs.aspx

