
As many as 52 activities fall under the umbrella of 

‘transnational crime’, from arms smuggling to human 

trafficking, drug trafficking and environmental crime. 

This totals to some $6.2 trillion—fully 10 percent of 

the world’s GDP. This infographic demonstrates the true 

cost of Transnational Organized Crime (TOC). 
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The ILO estimates that 20.9 million people are victims  

of forced labor globally, trapped in jobs into which they  

were coerced or deceived and which they cannot leave.

An estimated 20,000 people are trafficked into the U.S. each 

year--mainly destined for the sex trade. The average entry age of 

American minors into the sex trade is 12-14 years old. 

The smuggling of persons from Latin America to the  

United States generated approximately $6.6 billion  

annually in illicit proceeds for human smuggling networks.

Human trafficking brings in about $32 billion annually, while 

some estimates place the global value of smuggling of migrants 

at $7 billion per year. 

Drug trafficking from South America to the U.S. is  

a business worth about $13b a year. Approximately  

90% of all cocaine consumed in the US comes via Mexico. 

In FY 2010, 29 of the 63 top drug trafficking organizations identified 

by the Department of Justice had links to terrorist organizations.  

The global illicit drug industry now accounts for  

1 percent of all commerce on the planet—  

approximately $320 billion annually.

There are more international laws regulating the 

trade of bananas than weapons.

70% of firearms recovered from Mexican crime  

scenes in 2009 and 2010 and submitted for  

tracing came from the US.

More than half a million people die every year as a  

result of armed violence and as many as 2,000 people 

die each day in conflicts fueled by illegally traded arms.

Illicit trading in firearms brings in around $170 million 

to $320 million annually and puts handguns and  

assault rifles in the hands of criminals and gangs.

Money laundering accounts for $1.3 trillion to $3.3  

trillion (or between 2 and 5 percent of the world’s GDP).

Cybercrime encompasses several areas, but one  

of the most profitable for criminals is identity theft, 

which generates around $1 billion each year.

How many deaths are caused  

by illegal drugs annually?  

About a quarter of a million  

deaths per year globally! 

The number of Americans who died each year from  

accidental overdoses from all drugs, but mostly illicit 

ones, more than tripled from 1992 to 2007, increasing 

to 38,000, demonstrating a frightening upward trend.

Trafficking in timber generates revenues  

of $3.5 billion a year in South-East  

Asia alone, while elephant ivory,  

rhino horn and tiger parts from Africa  

and Asia produces $75 million annually  

in criminal turnover, UNODC notes.  

At $250 billion a year, counterfeiting is also  

a high earner for organized crime groups.
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In 1809, the average price of a slave was $40,000  

when adjusted to today’s money. In 2009,  

the average price of a slave was $90  

(about the cost of an Apple iPod)

How many ‘slaves’ are there around 

the world? Approximately  

12.3 million (more than  

the entire population  

of Greece) 
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U.S. $625.65B

China 
   $261B

Mexico   
$126.08B

Italy   
$111.05B

  Spain   
$124.06B
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