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The mission of the U.S. Customs and Border Pro-

tection (CBP), Office of Air and Marine (OAM) is 

to protect the American people and the nation’s 

critical infrastructure through the coordinated use 

of integrated air and marine forces to detect, inter-

dict and prevent acts of terrorism and the unlawful 

movement of people, illegal drugs and other contra-

band toward or across U.S. borders. 

OAM is the world’s largest aviation and maritime 

law enforcement organization, and is a critical 

component of CBP’s layered enforcement strategy 

for border security. With more than 1,200 federal 

agents, 260 aircraft and 290 marine vessels operat-

ing from 84 locations throughout the United States, 

OAM uses its sophisticated fleets to detect, sort, 

intercept, track and apprehend criminals in diverse 

environments at and beyond U.S. borders. 

This specialized law enforcement capability allows 

OAM to make significant contributions to Depart-

ment of Homeland Security (DHS) efforts, as well 

as to federal, state, local and tribal agencies. OAM 

is uniquely positioned to provide direct air and 

maritime support to multiple agencies and to ensure 

the success of border protection and law enforce-

ment operations between ports of entry, within the 

maritime operating areas and within the nation’s 

interior. 

For more information, visit the CBP.gov website  

or contact the Office of Public Affairs at (202) 344-1780. 5/1/2013 

Office of Air and Marine 

Apprehensions and Seizure Statistics 

 Office of Air and Marine (OAM) achieved 

81,045 flight hours in aircraft and 125,131 

underway hours in marine vessels.  

 The Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) flew a 
record 5,737 hours in FY 2012, the most in 
the program’s history, and 30 percent more 
than FY 2011. UAS missions in FY 2012 
contributed to the seizure of more than 
66,500 pounds of narcotics. Additionally, it 
detected more than 12,000 persons crossing 
our border illegally since March 2012.   

 OAM flew over 200 hours for Hurricane 
Sandy relief efforts, providing generators and 
fuel using the P-3 fleet from Jacksonville, 
Fla., and Corpus Christi, Texas. Agents from 
across the country were assigned to the 
Emergency Operations Center in New  
Jersey, providing assistance through air  
support to Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, the Department of Defense and the 
Environmental Protection Agency.  
 

 OAM’s P-3 aircraft flew over 5,500 hours in 
support of Joint Interagency Task Force - 
South. As a result of these operations, OAM 
seized or disrupted 117,103 pounds of  
cocaine with a value of $8.76 billion. 

Office of Air and Marine Mission 

 Provide support to CBP’s anti-terrorism  
mission at U.S. borders including air-to-
ground interception of people and contraband 
illegally crossing land borders, air-to-air  
interception of aircraft and air-to-water  
interception of transportation vessels. 

 Provide support for CBP’s traditional work, 
such as border interceptions unrelated to  
terrorism and other DHS missions. 

 Conduct air operations to support other fed-
eral, state and local needs, such as disaster 
relief. 


